2i2      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
overborne. When he became assured of it afterwards, he had a resolution passed at the Council of Carthage, directing that the canons of the Church should be read to every priest before his ordination.
Augustine was now free to enlarge the sphere of his work.    The jealous Hipponenses had hitherto rarely allowed him to visit other towns, but now that he was secured  to their Church they gave him greater liberty.    Possidius says that he began to preach frequently in neighbouring  towns, and to challenge Donatist and Manichean champions to debate.   As, moreover, Valerius died soon after his ordination,  he  became  the  sole  bishop, and regained   control   of  his   movements.     But   the change brought him a multitude of new functions, many of which  had   been  of little  consequence under the old bishop.    He had to remove from his monastery to the episcopal house.    One of a bishop's duties was hospitality, he said, and this would  be inconsistent   with the  quiet   life of  a monastery.    He accordingly left the monastery in the garden to his associates, and removed to the house Valerius had left him.    Let us try, in a fresh chapter, to form a picture of the life of a busy bishop of the fourth century.